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If you have any titbits of information for the newsletter please contact Dorraine Stone or Roy Gibson at hpbowling@westnet.com.au. 
 
 
It seems to have been a long time coming but the pennant season 
is now here. It’s time to take bowling seriously again and with eight 
teams playing pennants on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
Hilton Park Bowling Club is a great place to be. We start off hoping 
to win every game but, of course, that’s just not possible. So our real 
challenge is to win upwards of 50 per cent of them. 
 

Pennant season opens 
 
Hilton Park was a busy venue on the first Saturday of the new 
2019/20 pennant season with three of our four teams at home. The 
only away side, Men’s Division Four, faced a daunting trip to 
Kwinana and was the only side which lost. 
 
The Division One side got off to a winning start, beating Manning by 
six points to two. The four rinks were equally split but Hilton eased 
home narrowly on the aggregate by nine shots. 
 
Robbie Hunter’s rink won comfortably 22-12 while Hilton’s other 
winners were the rink containing the Newton father-and-son pairing. 
They were down 17-8 about the halfway mark but then won six ends 
in a row to set up a hard-earned 21-18 win. Craig Standley’s rink 
failed to find their best form and went down 15-12 while Gary Dodd 
led his rink well but couldn’t get them over the line, going down by 
one shot. 
 
Down at Kwinana, Hilton’s Division Four side battled bravely to also 
split the rinks 2-2 but the good wins achieved by Barry Young’s rink 
and Ian Blanch’s rink could not make up for the double-figure losses 
by Eddie Clarke’s rink and Les Onley’s rink. The final aggregate was 
86-77 in Kwinana’s favour. 
 
The Division Five line-up got off to a great start with a massive 82-
35 win over visitors Byford who failed to pick up a point. The rinks 
skipped by Graeme McKenzie and Peter Baldey both won by 21 
shots and the only close game was Warren Edwards’ 19-14 win. 
 
The ladies split the two rinks against Willetton but won the aggregate 
comfortably by 46-30 to take the points 3-1. Welcome back to 
Saturday bowls, ladies. It was great to have you on board again on 
what was a great day for the club. 
 

League line-ups 
 
Our teams are in the following grades but as late as last week Bowls 
WA were making some changes to the original line-ups.:- 
 

Saturday men: Hilton are in First Division Blue South with Safety 
Bay, Gosnells, Spearwood, Fremantle, Thornlie, Armadale, 
Manning, Leeming and Victoria Park/Carlisle. 
 
Hilton are in Division 4 Red alongside Leeming 1, Leeming 2, 
Bullcreek, Mt Pleasant, Kardinya, Cockburn, Kwinana and 
Fremantle. Spearwood and Warnbro dropped out last week with 
only Leeming 2 coming in making it now a nine team division with 
two byes for each club during the 18-week season. Hilton’s first bye 
in this Saturday (November 2). 
 
And Hilton are also in Division 5 Red with Thornlie, Mt Pleasant, 
Willetton, Kardinya, Rossmoyne, Spearwood, Byford, Leeming and 
Safety Bay. Armadale dropped out last week and were replaced by 
Spearwood. 
 
Saturday ladies:- Hilton are in Division 3 Pink with Rossmoyne, 
Gosnells, Armadale, Thornlie, Safety Bay, Willetton and Leeming. 
 
Tuesday Ladies:- Hilton are in Division 3 Red with Leeming 1, 
Warnbro, Mt Pleasant/South Perth, Melville, Safety Bay and 
Spearwood. With only seven teams, there is a weekly bye in this 
competition. 
 
Thursday Men:- Hilton are in Division 2 White with Warnbro, 
Willetton 2, Rockingham, Mt Pleasant, East Fremantle, Safety Bay 
1, Safety Bay 2, Kardinya and Leeming. 
 
Hilton are in Division 3 Red alongside Leeming 1, Warnbro, 
Kwinana, Rockingham, Spearwood, Melville, Gosnells, Fremantle 
and Mosman Park. 
 
And Hilton are in Division 5 Red alongside Warnbro, Safety Bay, 
Fremantle, Spearwood, Leeming and Kardinya. With only seven 
teams, there is a weekly bye in this competition. 
 

Footy grand final 
 
The crowd may not have been as big as last year (well, the Eagles 
were playing Collingwood that day) but there was still a reasonable 
turn-out at the bowling club to see Richmond demolish the Giants 
before half-time. With nibblies nibbled and the grand final over by 
half-time, thoughts turned to bowling and later in the afternoon a fair 
number had a bit of fun on the greens. 
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Official opening 
 
The weather was just perfect for the official opening of the club on 
Sunday, September 29. Big Kev provided another beautiful roast for 
everyone to enjoy and then club captain Gary Saint welcomed in the 
2019/20 summer season. 
 
Michelle Van de Ven won the “nearest the spider” competition and 
happily pocketed three bottle of wine for her efforts. Then, with 40 
bowlers ready to go, the rinks were drawn and some stiff competition 
ensued. 
 
It has been a bit hard to find the winners of the competition as adding 
up seemed to be too difficult for some on the day. We don’t know 
who got the prize but the winners could have been a rink comprising 
Tony Maxwell, Ian Gray, Fred Kuhnl and Barney Young. 
 

Ladies’ Opening 
 
The ladies’ club opened their season with a champagne breakfast 
on Wednesday, October 9, and the turn-out was terrific on what was 
a wonderful day. After a competitive game of bowls, members 
returned to enjoying themselves on the balcony. Some of them were 
still enjoying themselves into the evening! It’s all about togetherness 
and teamwork, they dribbled. 
 

 
 
Pre-season games then continued over the next couple of weeks 
against local opposition on both Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
in preparation for the season itself which started last Saturday. 
 

 
 
 

Warming up 
 
The pre-season started in earnest for the men with an intra-club 
match on Saturday, October 5, followed by challenge games against 
Cockburn on October 12 and Kardinya on October 19. 
 
The first fixture saw Hilton’s First Division line-up playing on the fast 
synthetic surface at Cockburn’s new complex and while we lost all 
four rinks there were only a few shots in it each time. Two teams 
played at home – Division Four winning comfortably three games to 
one and Division Five splitting the two rinks they had with a depleted 
Cockburn line-up. 
 
The next Saturday, Kardinya provided the opposition. Hilton’s First 
Division side tied 2-2 at home but won the aggregate while the lower 
sides found the going harder under the shade cloth at Kardinya. 
 

Winners are grinners 
 
Eight team of four lined up for the first club competition of the 
summer on October 20 – the mixed fours. After some tight and 
competitive games, it all got down to the final the next week. Early 
rink favourites The Machine and Mrs Machine (Dave and Michelle 
Van de Ven) with Ian Gray and Chris McMahon went out at the semi-
final stage. 
 
Sunday’s final was meant to be a 17-end affair but stumps were 
drawn after 16 ends with Eddie Clarke’s rink enjoying a comfortable 
20-10 victory. They had been ahead all day and were deserved 
winners. So congratulations to Eddie Clarke and his team – Val 
Turner, Ron Turner and Barrie Douglas. 
 

Shield arrives 
 
At the end of season 2017/18, Hilton’s Division Six side won 
promotion and a premiership. We won a flag that day but now, some 
18 months later, Bowls WA decided that we should also get a shield 
for our efforts. 
 

 
 
Veteran bowler Tommy James, who was one of the skips that 
afternoon, happily accepted the shield at the club recently. Sadly, 
another of the skips, Mick Flanigan, died a few months ago. 
 



Invading the north 
 
Seven bowlers from Hilton Park (it was meant to be eight) headed 
north in the first week of October for the annual carnival at Exmouth 
and a great time was had by all. 
 
Brian Smith and Pete Stone had fun listening to podcasts during a 
14-hour drive north.  Although they took a lot longer to get there, 
Brian says they are a lot closer after the road trip. 
 
 

 
 
 
Meanwhile, Barrie Douglas, Ian Gray, Tony Maxwell, Craig Standley 
and Rod Butler enjoyed the comfort of air travel. 
 
While it is a case of what happens on tour, stays on tour, after much 
interrogation, we have managed to dig out some details about some 
of the weekend’s highlights. 
 
There were 22 teams taking part from all over WA with the local 
bowling club providing breakfast, lunch and dinner during the two-
day tournament which enjoyed really warm weather. 
 
The rink comprising Rod Butler, Brian Smith, Pete Stone and Craig 
Standley won four, drew one and lost one of their six games which 
left them in fifth position at the end – good enough to pick up $250 
prize money each. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sadly, Tony Maxwell, Barrie Douglas, Ian Gray and a local fill-in 
struggled and won only one game for the weekend. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



In the evenings, Pete Stone couldn’t resist the sight of a lonely piano 
and he entertained the crowd on both Saturday and Sunday nights. 
 

 
 
 
Money was won, beer was consumed, seafood was eaten, sunburn 
occurred and a great time was had again.  “Bring on Next Year” was 
the call to be heard.  
 
 

 
 

 
New T shirts 

 
We were wrong. Yes, we were wrong. Last month, we boasted that 
the club’s new T-shirts were selling well at $30. They are certainly 
selling well but the real price is $35 – not $30. And you will have to 
pay more if you want your name, a nickname or even a pocket on 
the shirts. 
 
 
 
 
 

Community bowls 
 
The Community Bowls season resumes on Wednesday, November 
13, so come down to Hilton Park for a great night on the greens. It’s 
at 6pm for a 6.30 start and the cost is just $10 which includes a 
burger. 
 
Get yourself organized, get a team organized and contact Scott 
Cargill on 0429 911 471 or 9337 2897. It should be a great summer 
of competition. 
 
 

Gig Guide 

 

 

 

 

Please support our sponsors 

 

 

A surprise appearance by Gary 


